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Welcome 

Welcome to the fourth edition of the Fun Théâtre Bulletin - the 

newsletter of Fun Théâtre Communautaire (FTC). 

With the summer flying past in a whirl of heat and post lockdown 

visits and holidays, it is time for a round-up of an equally busy 

time for Fun Théâtre! And some tantalizing news about even 

more exciting things for the coming months, as the temperature 

cools and the nights start to draw in, culminating in our 

pantomime in the spring of 2023. 

Will all members please note two important dates for their diaries 

which are coming up soon - please support them if you can: 

 Forum des Associations 2nd September 4pm-7pm 

 Summer Get Together 3rd September 10am-12pm 

Both of these events are at the Salle des Associations in Passais 

– more about these events in the Bulletin. 

Preparations for our next production, Les Bonnes Manières / 

Table Manners, are now well underway with four separate casts 

for four different nights. Please see the details in the Bulletin. 

We now also have the new dates for Fun Théâtre Juniors, our 

new initiative aimed at our younger members, but open to all. 

Check out the dates and come along if you’d like to join in. 

And remember if you have any suggestions or an article for 

possible inclusion in a future edition of the Bulletin, please send 

an email to: hello@funtheatre.fr  

 

Dates for your diary 

Fun Théâtre Juniors: 2:20pm until 4:00pm 

10th September 

24th September 

8th October 

22nd October 

Friday 2nd September 2022 4pm – 7pm 

Forum des Associations de Passais  

Saturday 3rd September 2022 10am – 12pm 

Summer Get Together – all welcome 

Salle des Associations, Passais 

18th, 19th, 25th, 26th November 2022 

Les Bonnes Manières / Table Manners by 

Alan Ayckbourn (translated into French by 

Dominique Hollier) 

December 2022 

Participation in the Téléthon at Passais  

From January 2023 Pantomime 

Cendrillon et ses demi-sœurs de Passais 

Rehearsals commence 

 

We hope to add some social events to this calendar 

to help us all stay in touch with each other. If you 

have an idea or are able to host an event please 

contact: hello@funtheatre.fr   

mailto:hello@funtheatre.fr
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Summer Get Together 
Further to our Open Evening, which now seems an age ago, we 

want to bring you up to date with developments behind the 

scenes - pun intended and get folk together again. 

On Saturday morning 3rd September from 10am until 12pm we 

invite you to come to the Salle in Passais, where we were for the 

Open Evening. 

Ok, I know there will be a Bog Snorkelling competition on 

somewhere that you prefer to attend on the same day, so look 

out for more information in the next edition of the Bulletin if 

you can’t make it!! However, with rehearsals for Table Manners 

now well underway, we particularly want to see folk who 

expressed an interest in next year’s Pantomime to get 

together and we can keep up the interest in what promises to be 

an awesome production. 

There is a lot to tell you about and you will be invited to 

participate in another mini performance reading an extract from 

the pantomime. 

Please do not forget, members committed to working behind the 

scenes are just as important as the actors and are equally 

welcome. So, we hope to see you - forget the Bog Snorkelling, 

you will be removing mud from all sorts of places for days 

afterwards!  Martyn Crowe, Vice President FTC 

 Forum des Associations, 

Passais Villages  

On Friday 2nd September from 16.00 to 19.00 hrs, at 

the Salle des Associations (the usual meeting place 

for FTC) in Passais, we will be promoting FTC 

alongside a range of other associations which are 

located within the Passais Villages commune. 

We will be displaying our advertising and engaging 

with interested locals, French and English. 

It would be great to see you there, both in support 

of FTC and to give you the opportunity to observe 

what other activities are on offer in the commune 

(like Basket Weaving, Walking Football and of 

course, my favourite: Bog Snorkellng!!!) 

Martyn Crowe, Vice President FTC 

 

Membership  
Thank you to those who have already renewed 

membership or registered for membership, and have 

paid their membership fee.  

If you have not already paid or registered, please 

email Richard at finance@funtheatre.fr for details.  

Richard sent a message regarding membership some 

time ago, but this may have gone to your junk mail. 

If you ask Richard for information, please ensure that 

this email address is accepted by your system. 

If you no longer wish to be a member of FTC it would 

be very useful if you could let us know. Also, if you 

would like to be removed from the mailing lists. 

There are several projects underway at the moment, 

including our very popular Fun Théâtre Juniors 

sessions, so we hope that you will continue to enjoy 

your association with FTC. 
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Fun Théâtre Juniors 
Our new iniative for the younger members of FTC is going from 

stength to strength – in no small part due to the excellent 

contribution of  Tamzin McGregor-French who has devised the 

sessions, in French and English, and suitable for all ages, with 

such skill. These are the thoughts of Lara Norris, a new adult 

member of FTC, who has attended many of the Fun Théâtre 

Junior sessions: 

“One thing I have learned from coming to this club is that 

young people simply don't have the same barriers to 

drama and acting as I do, and that comes across in 

everything. In both of the first sessions, language barriers, 

so often worried over by the adults, are irrelevant to the 

children, with three languages being spoken and everyone 

taking part. I have once again found my open mind - to not 

care about the product of what I am doing but instead, to 

enjoy the actions, the process of pretending, playing, and 

acting.  

If you are the parent of young people who love to perform 

- give the club a try. It is a great way to learn languages, 

overcome shyness and become more expressive. If you are 

an adult, it offers the chance to look at the world through 

a new lens - one of openness, silliness, and joy. Why not 

give it a try - you have nothing to lose but your inhibitions 

and everything to gain?  

Lara xxx - Loving it!” 
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Les Bonnes Manières 

Table Manners 
Since the conception of Fun Théâtre producing The Sunshine Boys, a play in English, there has also been the 

clear intention for there to be a production of a play in French, performed by the French members of FTC. 

Graham searched exhaustively for a suitable script, eventually discovering a French translation of Table 

Manners, part of the Norman Conquests written by Alan Ayckbourne. Les Bonnes Manières was quickly 

chosen as the next FTC project, for performance in the autumn of 2022, as part of the run-up to the next 

pantomime in spring 2023.  

The response of FTC members, both French and English speaking, was tremendous and far exceeded 

expectations! It quickly became apparent that there was sufficient interest for both French language and 

English language performances and, following the casting session on 26th April 2022, enthusiasm was such 

that two French speaking casts AND two English speaking casts were selected. 

Graham Follett will be directing the English speaking casts and Ellis Metselaar will be doing the honours with 

the French speaking casts. Although, obviously, Ellis and Graham will be working closely on this project, it 

is hoped that each of the four performances will have an individual flavour as the talents and personalities of 

each cast member comes through. These casts involve FTC members with years of experience and those 

completely new to performing on stage. The “radio broadcast” style of presentation makes this a great first 

step towards a full performance in next year’s pantomime for those less experienced members, whilst being a 

very valid and enjoyable experience for those with more experience, and for those who come along to support 

the performances. Scripts have been distributed and rehearsals are now getting underway. 

The Facts : 

Les Bonnes Manières 

Table Manners 

Written by Alan Ayckbourne  

Translated into French 

 by Dominique Hollier 

FTC Directors:  

Graham Follett and Ellis Metselaar 

This performance has four separate casts of 

FTC members – two French and two English. 

They will each perform on a different evening. 

Dates for your diary: 

Friday 18th & Saturday 19th November 

Friday 25th & Saturday 26th November 

 
 

French Cast 1:  

Dimitri Morin 

Christophe Hamelin 

Luc Jardin 

Céline Anqueti 

Béatrice Mancel 

Véro Sorin 

 

 

French Cast 2:  

Didier Roll 

Christophe Hamelin 

Luc Jardin 

Martine Thibaud 

Laurance Sauvage 

Marie-Clare Lebosse-

Gayraud 

 

English Cast 1:  

Steve Shaw 

Chris Donaldson 

Rick Rowley 

Kate Greenwood 

Rosa Follett 

Cathy Daniels 

 

English Cast 2:  

Steve Shaw 

Chris Donaldson 

Colin Hiscox 

Lara Norris 

Jae De Wylde Minshall 

Susan Russell 
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Pantomime 2023 Update 
Many members of FTC attended the very enjoyable pantomime 

workshop on 24th May which included an introductory 

performance by a small band of actors who participated in the 

last pantomime in 2018.  

As you know, Graham is beginning to write the pantomime now. 

It is a long process, and the first daft is well underway. As 

previously, the script will be written around the Fun Théâtre 

members who want to take part. This is an important part of 

what we do, but it does make the process a bit more complicated 

than otherwise. He therefore needs to know exactly how many 

actors to write for, and he needs to know whether their native 

language is French or English. 

Over 40 FTC members have already completed the sign-up sheet, 

and almost 30 of these will have speaking roles. This is a brilliant 

situation especially as this includes members of FTC Juniors, all 

of whom are invited to be part of the 2023 pantomime.  

If you want to find out more about the Pantomime and how it 

so cleverly intertwines English and French in a way that makes 

the performance accessible to speakers of either language – there 

is no need to be bilingual to enjoy the spectacle – please come to 

the “Summer Get Together” on Saturday, 3rd September 2022 

10h-12h hosted by Martyn at the Salles des Associations in 

Passais. 

 

 

Fun Théâtre Family Picnic 
Members of FTC met up to enjoy a sociable afternoon in 

the Normandie countryside on Sunday, 29th May 2022 

hosted by Cathy and Peter Daniels. This was an enjoyable 

afternoon allowing members of all ages to get to know 

each other better. We would love to organize other social 

events – if you have a suggestion for the sort of thing you 

would like to be involved in, please send an email to 

hello@funtheatre.fr  
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Bonjour Tout le Monde – a Letter from Graham 
In my last note for the newsletter I said that it will be a very busy time ahead. I was certainly right about that, and 

FTC activities seem to be featuring pretty highly in my schedule, and those of many other people. 

But this is only possible because so many people have become involved so enthusiastically since FTC was first formed 

in 2018. We have over 20 people involved in rehearsals for Table Manners / Les Bonnes Manières at the moment, 

preparations being made for the Passais Forum des Associations on 2 September and for an open morning on 3 

September. People are already thinking about the Téléthon sketch in December, and the pantomime next year. We 

even have a proposal for a possible second event in 2023. 

All this is great, but it makes me more grateful than ever for the support and involvement of my fellow officers of the association and 

the non-executive officers. There is no way that I could cope with this level of activity on my own, and I can assure all of you that we 

could not be doing what we are doing without this team in place. 

Our treasurer, Richard, was invaluable in helping me through the very difficult period following our Covid-induced cancellation of the 

murder mystery play in 2020. Thanks to him, the generosity of many people at the time, and his gathering in of member subscriptions 

(I hope he has yours), our bank account is beginning to look more like it should. Richard has always been ready to talk through 

anything that’s even tentatively finance related with me. Thanks to him I don’t have to worry about our accounts being produced 

professionally and on time, and he now handles anything to do with ticketing. He initiated and managed the online sales system for 

The Sunshine Boys, which as given us an excellent template for the future. 

Véro, Secretary of our association, and another of our early recruits as an officer, is my go-to person for anything administrative that 

I don’t quite understand - which is much. Her knowledge and input when we were making our application for subsistence at the mairie 

was invaluable. As you all know, the application was successful, and resulted in a substantive contribution to our bank account. Véro 

is enthusiastic about anything FTC, which includes doing her best to correct my errors in French – another sizeable task. 

Although she definitely didn’t want to be an executive officer, Joan was very quick to offer her services as membership secretary at 

our first AGM. I must admit that at the time it was a function that I hadn’t even considered, but I accepted her offer gratefully and 

Joan has continued in that role ever since. She keeps excellent records of our membership, works in conjunction with Richard to gather 

membership fees, and is always there for me whenever I need advice or just want to explore an idea. We definitely did need a 

membership secretary. 

Our most recent addition to the team is Cathy as publicity officer. She 

is very keen to promote and underpin the social aspects of FTC, but 

does so much more than that. The summer picnic this year was her 

idea; she organised it, promoted it, and even provided the venue - her 

and Peter’s lovely and extensive gardens at their home. But, perhaps 

most notably, you would not be reading this now if it wasn’t for 

Cathy. This newsletter was her idea; she designs it, writes and edits it, 

and publishes it. Apart from an occasional article like this one, I have 

to do nothing, and I like that. But I am so proud of this newsletter; 

proud that it exists, proud of its content and proud of its quality of 

presentation. I hope that you all enjoy receiving it. 

Last, and certainly not least, I must mention Martyn, our vice 

president. Having a vice president at this time, now that we are all 

beginning to get so post-covid busy, is proving invaluable. For such a 

relatively small amateur organisation, FTC is remarkably active, 

with a number of projects at various stages of preparation. Without 

Martyn sharing much of the workload, it would be impossible for me 

to take all of this on. As I write this, he is in the middle of 

arrangements for FTC’s participation in the Forum des Associations 

in Passais on 2 September, as well as an FTC event on the morning of 

3 September. Rosa and I won’t even be in Normandie on these days, 

so these events definitely would not have been possible for FTC 

without our vice president. 

Of course, there are many more people who are right now helping to 

bring specific projects to fruition, but I just wanted to take this 

opportunity to let you know what your officers contribute. These 

aren’t just job titles; they are at the heart of the association’s success. 

Your Officers are: 

President: Graham Follett 

Treasurer: Richard Biddlecombe 

Secretary: Véronique Reinaudo-Sorin 

Vice-president: Martyn Crowe 

Membership secretary: Joan Peagam 

Publicity officer: Cathy Daniels 

For staying in touch: 

Emails : Public: contact@funtheatre.fr   

 Members: hello@funtheatre.fr   

 Juniors: juniors@funtheatre.fr   

 Membership: finance@funtheatre.fr 

Facebook: join our page Fun Theatre Communuataire 

Website: www.funtheatre.fr lots of information on 

projects past and present to be found here 

This newsletter was compiled by Cathy. If there is something you 

would like to know more about, if you have an article you would like 

to submit for possible inclusion in the Bulletin or you have ideas that 

you would like to be passed on to the executive officers please email: 

hello@funtheatre.fr (in English or in French) 

 

mailto:contact@funtheatre.fr
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